CONCERNING. THE- 


EITURGY an&CEREMON:I ES; 


OFTHE 


 £-0-N B@:N:- 


Printed, and are to. be-Seld.by Richards 
_ Baldwin, 11 inthe 014-Baily;.. 16g9«. 


z an. 


x : 


"9. > SW 
3»: : L £ \F | 


+ 


3 % id 


- 
Y% 
f \ 
wn - - ” * . . - % - S 
- FY « &.-2 FF a £ " ry " 2 : 
«4 k . + 
, \ ”4 4 4 F « . 
f - S ; Z& F 
- % 
i r# 5-447 riot OT I ET 7, 
| Fx 3 " FR - 71 LIES: ; FR F 148 
0 - A ”" a J þ 4. _ of te . "Si SS # - - "_# - SI's 
# . 
woe 
T » o 7.0 —. F 
S 3 $ Þ : * 
*$ 
& F & ” 
$: . I -, s CO 
5 ©: « \ bs OS, 3 » . þ > Y 7 R 
. < 4 I 8 , "FE es £ * > 
on ., _ 4 FRY 
IE ASME &* i 48-* . = 6F 
ww 2:6 2x5 {F. ; 
o py " as. WEE; 
þ a — s +4 
& -4fS £ & 


- 


- 


> _ 


2 (lends & Clatt- ang $ 135 


Safes 
# 


y of 


(69). 


T1 Of fie 


- 


708 


The DOC Range — 
ing the Diſcipline, Liturgy, and: Ce- 
remonies of the CORE glen | 


3 n ; 


— 


—_— 
— 


To ELIZ A B ETH the miſt Serene ProteR@reſs of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and the moſt Potent, wy x of 
England, Franee axd. Ireland, Sc. 


H. Zan chy wiſheth Health. 


T. was a- great Trouble of Mind tous. ( moſt Se- 
' fene and+moſt Chbriftian Queen ) to hear, that 
/.:\ thoſe flames of Contention concerning certain Veſt- 
© ments, which we thought had been long (ince ex- 
_  tinguiſh'd, are now reinkindled in Your: Majeſty” $ 
"Kingdom, as- if they had been blown. up again 
from - Hell: Eſpecially when we nnderftood- this to be 
the occaſion of 'afl this heat, That Your Majeſty (being ' 
perſuaded thereto by ſome Perſons otherwiſe very con- 
fiderable;' and'full of Zeal for retaining Unity in Religi- 


®* 


on," thoough 'not under the condu@t of - knowledge). is - | 


now more than' ever. refolved, nay, has appointed and 
enjoyni'd all "Biſhops and Miniſters of ChurchesRo wear 
thoſe” Surplices' in their Sacred. Miniftrations, which the 
Prieſts uſe" in" the Roman Church. - And *is feared thoſe 
Flames will encreaſe and ſpread mbre and more; till they 
have put aflrbe Churches of that Large-and Potent King- 
dom into a general Combuſtion,” Four Majeſty's E- 
ternal diſhonour; 'There being ſeveral Biſhops , Eminent 

Learning ahd 'Piety who had rather quit their Office 


_ and Station, chan ( againſt cheir Conſciences ) admit ſuch” 


Garments as are Reliques, or at leaſt marks of Papal [do- 


| latry and Superſtition, or pollate' themſelves therewith , 


- or offend their weak Brees by their Example. And 
c 


- 
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what would this. be, ; bur to deſtroy the whole Body 
of that Church on beſe Hahi knkan For that's, plainly ,the 
Dexil's defign'in' ſowing this Seed of Dilltarions among the 
Biſhops. Thiz/ was, þis; Aim in; the" Churches Infancy, 
when he rais'd that quarrel about Eaſter, and other ſuch 
- Cerc barwdke che! Kaſtersi ind Weſtern Churches. 
\ Andstherefore *twas not without reaſon that renews Bi- 
thop of Lyon; ina Leer fer from Frence to Rome ,. 
did ſo ſeverely chide, Vigor, who being buried by a . 
ſtrange kind of blind Zoo | would. rieeds Excommunicate 
all the -Churches of .4/7a,, * becauſe they kept 'not Eaſter 
the ſame time they did/at Rome : For this was no: better 
chan a Tearing in-Pieges the. real Unity ;of the Church, 
by an unſeaſonable concern for an Uniformity ' of Cere- 
monies. in all _Churgbes. . As ſoon -therefore-as I heard 
that the Church of Chriſt in that Kingdom was-in ſo Ecmi- 
nent- bazard .of Ryujne,,, 1 immediately..refolv'd; fromy 
ſenſe of the Duty Lowe: to "ag Chrehs -Chriſt,cco £OD 
Sacred Majeſty, and to. the . whole. Kingdom,- $0 fie - 
tucker, and make the. -beſt- eſſay; ;L.could. Gif: poſſible 5 
to obviate ſo great an. evil; ſeveral having P3t-me-on. 
Mig Jervice, 0m have,a true Veneration for:Chrifk,: and: 
2 ſincere. Reſpect f0&-110u8 Majeſty. : And/1 had ſcarce 
ſooner entertain'd this reſo! gtion, than, omernoſt _—_— 
Prince, by laying Hig Commands on" me g 
Prompted my: CP thoughts, but. even; ad on 
me.a ngceſſity_ of. writing. - Therefoxe, Your Majeſty; will 
the. leſs wonder, at this Preſumptign: of ming, when-you 
conſider, that%his:not only of my. own: agcerd; and by the 
agvice. of- others, but.at. the-Commands-of -my; mot-U- 
 luſtrious Prince. ( Yapr Majeſty's 'moſt. ſincere Friend ) 
chat. I now wrice. #And in- the firſt place, -Þthought is. of 
great moment. and! ys, bath.co reming; Youn: Majefly: 
what your. Duty, is- in. Gaſe, and-earnefily; ta:beg'y 
would. do.it Relolucely by the Afliſtsnce gs. Lord Jefar, 
I crave Your, Mejely's. Faxourable conſtrudtian: of theſe 
"as Kor they. flow. from, that; Ardent:Love, which as: 
- arent, OI Can; and. from. thatſingulac: - 
. - - and: 


| prayforKings in ? chat dre- in auth "0 EF 
| this tO betthe-end fol which tlley are ardain' 6 
them'we may oy end arr and pets ry fe ina 
perfea) godlineſs'and honeſty; he Jorg evi 
the ph, pins: Kings'and Princes, Vit, T bat they take. 
preg mas that in rhe firſt place, the true: Fr 
orſhipof God, if formerly baniſh'd, may 
and reſtor'd, may be*prefery'd. 
. rhings'belig'tcj jetedths *h eaſt tincture © 
linefs**And then, That *intepttry arid holineſs of: life ms 
be promete#J-ell"kindy of Debauchety and Immorality 
being ſeppreſ#'d'* And'laſt aſt, "Phat publick exce, and.hi 
1y Coneo becheriſh'd Jong, their Subjefts, all acc; 


of differen@Fhting as far as po Ea Mays. 308 

thele 'Ife "ne | WP ; bi Ches "of. .che .d! _ | 
- Prinees; | '- 0 ate | 
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conſenrof all learcied and plats Men in roi himenc on (7 
that A 


re anrooar abiey in it favor af Popiſh Super- 
ſtition;,” after their having been once diſcarded 3 much 
| leſs enforce *etri b) Your Commands COA compliance with 


emy” For firſt, This'is 'inconfiſtent.with the, principal pare 
or the*dury” of Princes.” ' For Le $67 care of the Magi- 


Finn yok Sp of God 1 bo its $ Evie, Loa 
y ;* If everything | | g.0 t. either dire Re 
or-occafi; natly Fork ion ) 8'F If to that eng; 
- all things ar&as far as po eto be. icne'd: according to 
the Word"of God,: and ths pure Og .ſimpligity of the 
Primitive and apoftolical P Sem 3-a0d to.add no More, 
coritnands 3. not only; abſtain 


af we muſt (as the oo | 
from'evit ic ſelf; -bur from all” appez of- it too. ;z To 
what or ParpoRPENrTR be (moſt Serene and Pious Queen) to 
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introduce, thoſe things into. the. Gborch | by-Your Royal Ia- 
jund&ions,  whick are. inconſiſtent with.the purity.of Apo- 
ſtolical Worſhip, which favour. of Popiſh Superſtition ; 
which contribu nothing. to the edification of Saints, or 
publick Order, or any Ornament, unleſs what looks. too like 
the garbof an. Barlor ; and co ſay-no more,which can be of 
no; Church, bur may be-many ways miſchievous 
to it? *Tis (certain, by this Law concerning Habits, the 
"Gadly will be offended : the. Wicked will laugh;in their 
Meeves; and hope 'for greater things : The middle ſort, 
kx are new Converts to the trne Religion, but naþ well 
ſerled, will-be endanger'd ; and if we'may judg of things 
by. human.meaſures, will. rather relapſe towards'their old 
Superſtition, - ro Which we are naturally ſo, prone, chan be 
eſtabliſh'd in the true Religion. - And therefore. this Order 
can no way dvance the Intereſt of Godlineſz, bur may the 
contrary to a great degree. For though choſe Garments 
bave no intrinfick impurity to render 'em ſinful, ;yer their | 
former and very late abuſe h T5 lefr ſome king.of ſtain vp- -- 
on them, "Nor canie be doubted, but they'l make way for 
groſſer Superſtitions, the very occaſions whereof are to be _ 
avoided: Why then ſhould thoſe things be obtruded.on 
the Church, from. which no-adyatitage can: be 'expetted, 
-but-much miſchief may ? For. this were to: tempt God, 
Your moſt Serene Maje y may remember, 'tis not written, - 
for nothing, He that touches Pitch 2ill be defiled : nos 
does the Apoſtfe without reaſon COT $'to- RE ove 
. tke old Leaven, becauſe. a little. Leaven ſours: the; w 
Lump. - Nor was it imprudent i in Hoſea,;to blame. thoſe - | 
 Fudab for tranſplanting the Branch (of Superſtition). oue 
of Iſrael into their. own C arden (3 e., into the.true Church), 


We ſhould nor'in. Vitters of Religion ſymbolize with the. 
Papiſts in any. thingss but choſe,wherein they. do..ſo, with. 
the Apoſtles, "Why ate ſome Kings, chough otherwiſe pi- | 
ous, blam'd-in ny, for not. taking away. the. High- 
places, built by. c Tr Fathers, before the-'Temple,, 
jor the Worſhip ET 


yl being boile arid 


? But only becauſe the 'Lem-: 
ſerrated, God would wou'd bave na 
| DREELS. 


% 


. bearand ſee the Monks bawling it out in their Pulpits, and - 


| Rites and Sacraments of the. Holy Roman Church.: This 
- - faireſt occaſion poſlible. to the Papiſts to ſtrengthen them-. , 


 - calions therefore of ſuch Relapſes ſhould be taken away, 


OEESY = 
footſteps. of any othel Chappel lefe.. Thus the Kingdom-- 
of Chriſt being reveal'd, the uſe of A4aroncal Ceremonies _—_ 
and Garments was to ceaſe: And. juſtly did the ApoRtles, 

' after.the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, take care'to aboliſh-them ſo 
entirely, that no reliques of them might be left. *T'was 
wicked then in the Papilts to reſtore'ther. Whether it be- 

| better then to- imitate the godly ſimplicity of the Apoftles, 
6r the ungodly pomp of the Papiſts,let any one jndg. 'Your 
Majeſty may believe me, that the reſtoring-of thoſe Popiſh - 
kr, will be of more pernicious conſequencey than men- 
of the quickeſt foreſight will at firſt imagine. Methinks I - 


confirming their Proſelices by Your Majeſty's Example ; - 
What (ſay they) does not the Queen of England her (elf 
(that moſt wiſe and learned Princeſs ).begin to recurn to - 
the Religion. of the Holy. Roman Churcfl, baving reſtor'd 
the moſt holy conſecrated Veſtments of the Clergy ? We - 
hope ſhe will ere long reftore alſo all the DoCtrines, and - 


(moſt -prudent Princeſs ) will be the Language of the 
Monks and Jeſuits in their Pulpics, who omit no occaſion - 
_ of. configming their. own. Superſtitrons To bring back - 
"theſe rotten Veltments, and. other Rubbiſh'of Popery in-- 
tothe Church of Chriſt, what is it elſe, bue to give the, : 


ſelves, and-cheir Proſelites in their Superſtition, and even 
give them our; beſt afliſtance to that purpoſe? Let's hear.. - 
. what-che Prophet ſaith to Jeboſaphat, King of Fudah; when I 
aiding Abab, Wilt thou help the wicked, and love thoſe that. Ky 
hate the, Lord ?...For thas cauſe ſhall the Lord be angry with | 
Whac is this but.to recal che unſetſed from their en-- 
deavours after the purity.of Religion, . and ſecretly prompr 
them to-look back, and return to Egypt? Tis eaſe for” 
fuch' to-relapſe into ungadlineſs, ſince the propenficy of 
Nature-gives Superſtition ſo great advantage. The oc-, 


inſtead of. being offer'd tro%em. What. was the meaning*- 
ef. it, When God. forbad the Fews to plow with am Ox: 


bad 


£ s z ) Rs 

"and an Aſs ; to ſow the ſame Field with different Seeds; 
and to wear a_ Linſey-woolſey Garment? *Tis an odious 
and accurſed thing in the ſiglic of God, to 'have'his- ow! 
Field cultivated by wicked ,as well as godly Biſhops 3' to - 

| have Popiſh Dottrine preach'd wirh-thar of his'Goſpel, in 
the ſame Church'; to have his Church wear a parti-colonr- 
ed garb. of Popiſh inter-woyen with Apoſtolical- Sacra- 
ments, Rites , and Ceremonies. What. Agreement has 
Darkneſs with. Light? We ſhould therefore” deteſt fach 
ſhameful. and' impure Mixtures. What is not: of Ggd , 
bur comes from choſe rthat'tiave polluted-the Worſhip of 

; God, ſhould be intirely rejeted, which the Lord himſelf 
_ erjoyns'ps, when be commanded' that all' that bel6ng'd 
to them, who ſeduc'd the People to ſtrange gods} ſhould . 
be utterly deſtrag'd; that their Garments, aridalt their 
Fornicure ſhould be publickly Burnt, viz. in'Deteſtation 
of ſuch Deceivers, that they may becomea' curſed thing” 
tothe Lord'— And Who knows not, that theſe Garmierits - 
belong to the Wardrobe of the Roman Sediicer?Nertber (faith —  - 

. he) ſball ought'of that curſed thing cleave 10 thine hand,that the 
Lord. may. turn from the fierceneſs of bis anger as he hath 
{worn to thy Fathers. To introduce then this -Teompery' 
of. Antichriſt , into the Cliurch. of Chriſt : whathis' it, -but' 
to enkindle the Wrath of  God' againſt us? Sure, if any 
be a true. Friend of Chriſt, he'd not deſire; to-have the' - 

| Ornaments of Antichriſt in his own Houſe, but muck leſs' * 
in che Temple of his Lord, no more thanhe'would bear 
to ſee the Enſignsof his Enemy in his own Houſe , or in'a'. 
more honourable Place. - And who are we that dare' at- 

' tempt to rebwld what God wonld have thrown down, and-. 
aboliſh'd ? Now God after the death of Chrift would have 
all Aaronical and Levitical Garments aboliſh'd'; and will he'* 

. now in the Light of the Goſpel approve-afl the'vain and. 
wicked-Ceremonies, all the pomps and deceitful paint'of 
Popery , When he has every-where abundantly” declar'd 
chat theſe things contribute nothing to enflame, but. much- 

' to extinguiſh real Piety ? Nor can 1 imagine what uſe 

© thoſe Veſtments ſhould be of, unleſs (to'come tothe w_ j 

—_ cond 


Pak 


UMI 
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- cand Head ) to beantify the Foce, 'and\adorn-the whole-- 
Body:iof the Refofmed Church of 'Enpland; juſtas if a mo- - 


deſt- and virtuous young-: Princeſs ſhould -affet tv go 


abroad.in the gandy dreſs*of a known Strumper.” Sure 
none would commend' her_Difcretion in doing fo.. - 56 thar - 
were: there no other reaſons againſt the- impoſing ſuch 
Veſtments';, yet this were ſufficigng, That tho they be not 
in. their own nature; ſinful; yer the Roman Harlog has for- 
merly;, and daes yer abuſe them to ſinful purpoſes, even: | 
as.a Cloak to ker Whoredoms; or rather as Ornaments'to -- 
allure others to *em. For all the pomp of Papal Ceremo- 
nies z: are:nothing but the Paint, «by, which that Stramper-- 
entices- Men to> fpiticual Fornication: And can fuch Paine 
become the Church of Chriſt ?- If _ the Brazen'Serpent , 
which had the Stamp of Divine Inſticution, as the Inftru- - 
ment :of+curing the 1/rae/ites , was yet remov'd by good + 
King Hezekiab, when ſinfally abuſed+ by the 1/ae/ires; If 
that excellent King be highly commended for conſuming it 
to Aſhes, and; throwiog- thoſe ineo the River, ttiat there -. 
might be no Relicks of it; how ofeich mote! fhouſd thofe- 
impure: Veſtmients be caft our bf the Chtircfſ,, which'the | 
Apolties' never uſed, but-the Roman Harlot' has, even to - 
ſeduce Men to Idolatry? Nor is it juſt, that thoſe things - 
which have been us to the .diſhonour of God, when in 
their own nature things indifferent, ſhould be-retain'd* to + 
the: hazard of good Mens Salvation; much leſs, fuck - 
kind: of -Veſtments which are only a device” of Satari to - 
delude'the Ignorant. - Every one knows how landable it + 
_ is, for: Seates: to forbid! by their Laws, the bringing in of | 
. Foreign Garbs ,, which 'tend* to* corrupt. good manriers, . 
and:are on:that aeconnr pernicious rhe-Conimionwealth. 
. Howfarthen is the” Countel'given Your Majeſty from be- 
ing commendable, viz. of introducing into the Church, 


Veſtments unknown to'the” Chriſtian Commonwealch;--in. - 


the timeofttis Apoſtles, #nd ſuch as retain'd any thing of” - 
rheic Spirit >: Bur'if Foreign-Garb# be. not® tolerable; in 


Commonwealth; how: much- lefs ſhould Idolictous' and'-: 


Paganonevia the: Churctiy where' God muff be”worſhip'd 


WfP::. 


% 


+ in Spirit. and Truth, and would have but a few Rites 8s'd, 

and thoſe. the. plaineſt imaginable? 1f God in , his 'Law,. 

_ * forbad Women, to wear the Garb of ' Men;, and Men'ro- 
' wear that of Women , as being unbecoming and unnatu- 


_ - - ral; why ſhould pious Biſhops , who are the Servants of 


Chriſt , affe&t the Orpaments , .or rather the Deformities 
of wicked: Prieſts, the-Slav& of Antichrifty Nay , ſince 
- we are of a different Religion, why Qhonld we not rather 
_ diſtinguiſh our ſelves from them, by a. different -Garb-in - 
+ our Worſhip? God requir'd' this of his People of old, Thar. 
they ſhould be diſcriminated from the prophane Nations 
about. them , by their- very Garb, that-they: might by 
"that publick Sign, profeſs they would bave nothing to do 
- with them. [Why ſhould: not we do ſo-too? Are we not 
the People of God ? And is not the Command as reaſona- 
© ble now, as *rwyas then? If things be call'd honeſt, be- 
- cauſe honourable ; what honour can it be to the Church 
of Chriſt, to have ber Biſhops in. Preaching, and-in the 


Adminiſtration of Sacraments, to-go.a Mumming in a - * 


Popiſh Vizorz to expoſe them rather. to the Scorn, than 
alex. ng eng the Veneration of the People ? What praiſe . 

- can it be-tq Your Majefty , among the true Churches, 
and their faithſu] Members, to bring back ſych Trifles 
into your Church? *Tis no way beggming, to force holy 
Biſhops to wear ſuch Masks, there being nothing of either 
- Credit or Virtue.in it... Who would approve Your Maje- 
ſties Wiſdom, ſhould you Command. the Engl to lay 
aſide their afcient and decent Garb, to wear. a Turkiſh 
Veſt, or Carmpagn Habit; much leſs commendable isit, ro 
- - enjoyn pious Biſhops to- alter the old and decent Habit , 
- (like that of the Apoſtlgg) differing from the Common only 
in Gravity and Modeſty, for the ridiculous and execrable 
Veſtmentsof wicked Prieſts? | © ME IS. 

And for what concerns the Third Part of your Royal 
Office, no Counſel can be more - likely than this, to di- 
NKurb the publick Peace. For all Innovation in Religion 
- does, if for the worſe, direQly diſturb the publick Peace ; 
ff for the better, yet it does occaſionally ſer the-good way 

a 


Ep... 


bad by the Ears together, But as in things good in them« 
ſelves, (ſuch as the Reformation of Churches , accordi 
to the Will of God) we muſt not ſcraple cs diſturb thar 
wicked Peace of the World; (for Chriſt came not by his 
Goſpel to preſerve that Peace,: but to take it away, and 
- ſend a Sword )- So on the contrary, tb diſturb the Peace 
of Churches, by urging chings indifferent; and thereby 
to raiſe Conteſts between Good and Bad, or betwixt good 
Men themſelves, is too unjuſt co admit of any Apology 
for it; ſo that Irenws (as was before ſuggeſted) did juſtly 
reprove Pope Y;#or on.that account, For in,ſuch a Caſe, 
Diviſions are unavoidable then, which nothing can be 
more. pernicious. The Examples which we meet. with 
every where'm Church Hiſtory do with abundant evidence 
evince the Truth of this. How many, and how great 
Troubles were rais'd in the Primitive Church betwixt 
theſe, who beſides the Goſpel, urged alſo, Circumciſion, 
and the Law, and thoſe that deſervedly rejefted them ? 
And how great Miſchief would this have done the Church 
of Chriſt, if the Apoſtles had not timely prevented it, by 
meeting at Feruſalem, and by examining, and debating. 
that matter by plain Scripture, and ſolid Reaſon? If 
therefore Your Majeſty (as you ought) would- be, and 
appear to be Apoſtolical, -imitate che Apoſtles herein; 
Neither lay your ſelf this on the Neck of the Diſci- 
ples, nor faffer others co/ do it. If the Biſhops: diſagree 
about this mattery call 4 Synod, let the Controverſy be 
decided by the Scripture ; and what ſhall be proved from 
plain- Teſtimonies of Scripture, and clear Reaſons; lee 
that be propos'd and enjoyn'd hy your publick Edift, that 
ſ> the difference may be ended. For it: ſhould be Your 
Majeſty's Care, that nothing be chang'd or innovated in 
Religion, but according to the Word of God. This being 
the true Method to preſerve the Churches Peace, Concord 
and Unity ; the contrary, the effetual means to deſtroy - 
them. Nor ſhould I omic-to add, That by this Innovati- 
on, not only the publick Peace of that Kingdom will be 
diſturb'd, but new Quarrels probably agcaſion'd in other 
| Be ' Churches 


*S i(as). bh 
Churches abroad, to the great hindrance of Godlineſs, and 
retarding the progreſs of the: Goſpel. For *tis well known, 
moſt of the Churches which have fallen off from the Ro- 
aan Pope not only uſe not ſuch Garments, but abomi- 
nate them. Yet there are fome Churches (tho few in 
reſpett of the former ) which ftifly retain theſe, and ſome 
other things of that kind ; and this only, becauſe the Re- 
formers of thoſe Churches ( otherwiſe exceflent Perſons, 
and moſt faithful Servants of Chriſt) durit not at firſt (as 
judging it not expedient) take away entirely all that was 
Popiſh. | But as things are done , every one likes beſt 
what is his own, whether ir be what himſelf has invented, ” 
or what, tho. invented by orhers, he chuſes and retains. 
Bac if they have the- Examples of others, this does bue 
harden them the more, and make them the more on- 
weariedly Induſtrions by all poffible means to draw over 
to:their own Praftice. And what the Conſequence of 
Your Majeſty 's hearkning to this Advice (given by 1 know 
nbr who ) abour receiving . ſuch Veſtments, and other 
Pdpiſh Traſh will be, is but too obvious. Your Majeſty's 
Example will prompt a et of buſy Men to write and 
ſpread throughout all Germany, their Books about things 
indifferent, viz. That they muſt' be lawfully complied: 
with, and ſhonld the rather, leſt by alienating the Afﬀe- 
Ctions of the Papiſts, our Concord with: them ſhould be 
obſtruted. As if the Papiſts , tho we ſhonld admit all 
thoſe things forthe fake of Concord , Would ever reform 
the finful Errors of their DoCtrine, or Banifh their profs 
abominable Superſtitions and Idolatries ont of. their 
Churches. | And if. fuch Bebks be ſpread, others will be' 
as forward to anſwer them. So that this Fire in England, 
1s like to ſpread rew Flames into Germany and France, on 
which the Papiſts will not fail ro rhrow cold Water. A 
very great Advantage indeed, by following this advice, 

F 0 diſturb the Peace of all the Churches round abour. 
In ſhort, That excellent ſaying of a Learned Perſon bas 
its Truth fatly atteſted-by long Experience, That debares 
about things indifferent are the golden Apple of Conten- 

' filon, 
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tion. And thus much for the diſturbance of the publick  - 4 
peace. But.what fhall I ſay concerning the conſcien- | 
ces of private Chriſtians ? Tis evidenc this | Injuntionf 
of . the Surplice will diſquiet *em.'. -Their' complaints 
about it have already reach'd onr'ears in Germany. 
And how. great 2 ſin, and how difpleaſing to God ir is ty 
diſquiet the Conlgiences of the truly pious, the Scripeure 
acquaints us, partly when it warns us not to grieve'the 
Holy Spirit, and offend our weak Brethren; ipartly as it 
threatens ſevere puniſhments againſt thoſe that preſame'to 
. do ſo, partly by propoſing to us the Example of the Saints, 

eſpecially of the Apoſtle Pay/, who thus ſpeaks of himſelf; 

Tf meas make my. Brather to effend, I will eat no Fleſs whit 
the world ſtands, leſt-I make my Brother to" offend.” ' By "his 
Example in thole words he delivers a general Rule, deriv'd 
from the Doctrige of Chriſt, that no indifferent thing ſhould - 
be allow'd, much leſs urg'd, leſt of all enjoyn'd;when'the » 
allowing, urging or enjoyning.it will be a ftambling-black - 
tro the Conſciences of the truly\pious. For Conſcience is a 
moſt precjous thing, moſt dear to God, and aw'd with 
4 reverence of him. How ill- advice is it then to'eftabliſh 
the uſe of ſuch Prieſtly Habiliments in holy FunRions by 
a Law ? For (to be ſhort) if. thoſe Veſtments muſt be pro- 
pos'd, they mult be ſo, eicher as things indifferent, or things 
neceſſary. If pnder the latter notion}, *cis ſinful co make 
thoſe things neceſſary. which Chriſt -would have left free : 
If under the former notion, then the' Churches ſhould be 
left to their liberty as to the uſe of them.” Whereas-by im- E 
poſing them, they are made neceflary., and the foremen- - - I 
tion'd guilt js incurr'd. Again, Either 'God has'by Moſes : 
inſtituted them, or they are: deliver'd by Chriſt, wherr in-" 
carnate, or ordain'd; by the Holy Spirit guiding'the Apo- 
ſtles ; or they are from Men,.and thoſe either good of bad. 
The Ceremonies and. Levirice/ Garments which God inftt- 
tuted by M»/es,were to-be abrogated after the Death of Chrift, 
as appears every-where clcarly in the Scriptures, eſpecially 
in the-Epiſtles of Paul to the Colofians, ard the Hebrews ;. - 
they cannot therefgre be _— without the CI 
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Of the Divine Will. They can't be ſaid to be deliver'd by 
Chriſt, when there is not one word of any ſich thing ; but 


On che contrary, he often exprefly declares there 'was to 


be an end of all the Moſaica! Ceremonies. The ſame may 
be ſaid of the Apoſttes. Ir remains, that they may be ſaid 
to be from Men. If from good Men, They are inſtituted 
either for Edification, or for Order, or for Decency. But 
they tend not to Edificaſion { 5. e. the advancement of 
 Piety) but rather the overthrow of it, ( as was. ſhewn be- 
fore.) Nor to any good Order, but rather diforder. For 
thus pious and wicked Biſhops are confounded, that ſhould 
rather have been diſtinguiſh'd by their Habits. Nor to 
adorn the Spouſe of Chriſt (as was evinc't before.) They 


are not therefore to be. admitted. But for thoſe things that ' 


are invented by Men defticute of the Spirit of God, we have 
Nothing to do with them. Laſtly, The Apoſtles us'd no 

ſuch Veſtments (there being no Authentick Teſtimony of 
_ any ſuchthing. But the preſent Church ſhoulg, as in Do- 

Qrine, ſoin Ceremonies:and Veſtments, be conform'd to 
the Rule of the Apoſt6lical. Whoſe are theſe Veſtments ? 
By whoſe Authority are they countenanc'd ? of what uſe 
or ſervice are they to the Chriſtian World ? On the contrary 
we bave ſhewn, they weaken the Intereſt of Piety, violate 
the purity of Divine Worſhip, gradually bring back Popiſh 
Superſtition, offend the Godly, confirm the Wicked in their 
impiety, endanger the Salvation. of thoſe that are weak in 
"the Faith, give occaſion of great miſcbief, afliſt the Monks 
and Popiſh Preachers to harden their Proſelices in their Su- 


perſtitions, provoke the Wrath of God, build up what God: . 


would have deſtroy'd, mar the true beavty of the Church, 
- violace the juſt Laws againſta Foreign Garb, diſcredit the 
Church, nay diſturb the Peace of other Churches as well as 
that, raiſe Comeſts among the Biſhops, burtten the Con- 
ſciences, and perplex the minds of pious Men, nay grieve 
the Holy Spigit in them ; and laſtly, caſt among chem the- 
Ball of Contention. . 

Since.theſe things are ſo ( moſt Serene Queen) not only 


| L; but all my Calleguen, a and all Een; do moſt hum-' 
bly 


dy 
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| bly intreat: Your Majeſty , and. by Jeſus Chriſt ( whom | 


we are: perſuaded Your Majeſty ſincerely loves) beſeech 


' you, that you. wonld not embrace- the foreſaid Counſel, 


nor give. ear to ſuch Counſellors. For theſe Counſels (m oft _ 
Pious Queen) are neither for the Church's, nor Kingdom's 
good, nor for Your Majeſty's honour, ſince they neither - 

conduce to the cheriſhing Piety, por maintaining the * 
Church's Gravity, - nor preſerving publick Peace ; but ra- 
ther extremely prejudice theſe things for which Your Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be moſt concern'd.. Rather let Your Majeſty's 
thoughts be intent upon, and Your Authority and Power 
employ'd, in providing Biſhops that are -pious , and well * 
vers'd in the Sacred Scriptures ( as by the bleſſing of God 
Your Majeſty has many) let ſuch be encourag'd, and their 
Advice follow'd. And ſee that they faithfully diſcharge 
their duty, watch over the Flock, teach ſound Doftrine, 
refute Hereſies, drive away Wolves, retain every one 
within bounds of their duty, and exhort and quicken all to 
a life worthy of their Chriftian Profeſſion. Elders alſo and 
Deacons are to be admoniſh'c that they be diligent in their 
Office, that neither the one by ery and connivance 


' let looſe the reins to Licentiouſneſs and Debauchery, nor 


the other be ſo intent on their own Aﬀairs as to negle the 


-Poor of the Church and omit other things that belong to 


their Office. For theſe three ſorts of Men are the Sinews- 
of .the Church on whom it's welfare or ruin chiefly de- 
pends. Beſides Your Majeſty ſhou'd endeavour with all. 
Diligence that Univerſitigs be well Order'd, good and pious 
Doctors ercourag'dy liberality maintain'd and ſupporred ; 
ſor theſe are. Mothers and Nurſes of Churches in which 
thoſe Perſons are form'd and broughtforth, and by which. 
they are Educated and. Adorn'd, who are afterwards de- 
ſervedly call'd ra the Care and Government of Churches, 
And laſtly.,, Your Majeſty ſhould take care., that ſuch 
things as cannot be corrected by 'the Admonitions and: 
Diſcipline of the Church, ſhould according to the word of- 
God, be puniſh'd with the Sword of the Magiſtrate ; ſuch 
as Adulteries, Blaſphemies, and other ſuch capital _ 


a 


That wicked Seducers, debauck'd Villains, and turbulent 
Perſons being reſtrain'd, others may lead a quier 'and 

 peaceable Life, in af] Goglinefs and Honeſty. This ( moft 

. Serene Princeſs) ſhould take 'up Your Thoughts and 
Counſels, and employ Your Cares and Study; wiz. (ina 

_ word ) Thar all may deny ungadlineſs and worldly luſts, 
and live godhily, ſoberly, and righteouſly in this world. 
"Phis is the becoming Gartb, abonr which we ſhould be moſt 
ſollicitous, that putting off the old man with his aQions, 
we ſhonld puton the new, even Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Nor 
are there any other Ornaments becoming Chriſtian Biſhops 
than ſuch as the Apoſtle weaves for 'em in his Epiſtles ro 

* Timothy and Titus——— A Biſhop mu#? be blameleſs, the buſs. 
band of one wife, vigilant, ſober, of good. behawiour, given to 
boſpitality, apt to teach ; not given to wine, no friker, nor *© 
greedy of filthy lucre, but patient ; not a brawler, not cove- « 
rous, one that rules well his own houſe, having his children in 
ſubjetion with all gravity ; not ſelf-wilFd, not ſoon angry, 
uot given to wine, juſt, boly, &c. For the Habits and Orna- 
ments of the Aaronical Prieſt were bur Types of theſe true 
Ornaments: Thoſe the Shadows : "I hefe the Subſtance. 
Ler Thoſe then go ; and let's retain theſe. Then only 
will the Church and her Biſhops be truly adorn'd. SE 

I do therefore again moſt humbly beſeech Your Majeſty, 

 Thatlaying aſide all concern for thoſe External Veſtments, 
you be chiefly ſollicitous, thatthe Churck may be cloath'd 
with theſe Spiritual Ornaments, and theſe may be kept up. 
I hope Your Majeſty, according to Your Clemency., will 
pardon my boldneſs in writing. Our Lo Jeſus Chriſt long 
preſerve Your Majeſty ſafe, as a Bleſſing tous, and to_bis 
whole Church. Es 


Heydelberg Sept. 10. . 
A. D. 157i, | | 
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The Anſwer of the Miniſters of Geneva to certain 
- . Brethren of. the Church of England, concerning 
ſome controverfie in the Feolefſtcal Policy. 


| Bu right earneſtly and often requircd by certain 
Dear Brethren'of England, That we ſhould in their 
miſerable Eſtate give them ſome kind of Counſel, where- 
oncheir.Conſciences might be ftaid, the Judgment of ma- 
ny being therein divers: Wedid long defer.the ſatisfying of 
their requeſt” upon weighty canſes. And we aflure the 
Reader,that even. nowalſo we moſt gladly would hold our 
Peace, were it not a matter of Conſcience to reject the 
ſuit -of the "Brethren (o often inforced, and with moſt 
grievous groanings renewed. 
' Of which ftifned filence of ours, theſe were-the Cauſes: 
Firſt, As on the one part we doubt not of thecredit of 
the Brethren, as though they had not ſincerely deſcribed 
the ſtate of the Cauſe ' unto us; ſo on the other fide it is 
moſt hard for to ſuſpect ſuch things, ſo tlean beſide all Of- 
fice of Biſhops, much leſs perſuade onr ſelves the ſame by 
ſuch perſonages done. 

And further, what men are we that we ſhould deter- 
mine upon ſuch Cauſes? Allo, if it were lawful for us 
either by Authority, or elſe by Conſent ar Requeſt of ei- 
ther Parties, to give Sentence hereupon , yet were it a 
matter moſt, wrongful , either Party not heard , or not 
Preſent to- Determine. 

Laſt of all, Fear miſtruſted , leſt fo great. a miſchief 
ſhould | by this our Counſel ( how ſimple ſoever it is) ra- 
cher become raw then skinned ; it being a ſore of ſo de- 
ſperate a nature, as* that it ſeemeth-to be, that ez 
and Patience can "only ſalve the ſame. 

Seeing then that by the ſundry-requeſts of the Brethren, 
we are ſo hardly perſuaded, that of force we ought ro 
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give them ſome kind of Advice ; We do;openly proteſt, 
that we ſo giye the ſame herein, as thofe that will not in 
any wiſe prejudice the other party, much leſs challenge to 
- us a Juſticiar's room over any. And all thoſe men ( into 
| Whoſe hands theſe do come ) we doin the Lord deſire, 
thar they be not herewith offended, but do perſuade 
themſelves that theſe contents are'both ſimple, and faithful- - 
ly written of us, as upon a queſtioned cauſe granted, | 
that the Conſciences of the Brethren which deſire ic, mighe 
ſome way be better appeaſed, which to ſer altogether at 
naught, were a deed wholly void of charity. - «fag 
Therefore the Cauſe ſtanding, as we are informed; we 
Profeſs plainly and in good Faith, that ong Judgments 
over theſe queſtions are thus. * . 
. It is demanded, Whether we can approve. this diſordir in 
calling of men to the Funf#ion of the Miniftry, which #, that 
the multitude of thoſe, which ſue for Order, ſhall be Inrolled in - 
the Miniſtry, both without the voices of Elders, and alſo mo 
certain Cure . appointed them, but lightly examined of their 
Lives and Behaviour, to whom alſo at the pleaſure of the 
Biſhop ſhall liberty be given afterwards to Preach the Word 
of God for a time preſcribed, otherwiſe to reheaxſe only the 
Church Service? . | 
We anſwer, That ſuch Callings of Miniſters, whether - 
we anſwer them by the rule of God's expreſs Word, or 3]-- 
el{& by force of Cannons that are beſt tryed and allowed, "iy 
are liolden and efteemed of us altogether untawful, albeit ” 
we know that it is better to have half a loaf than-no bread. 
But. we beſeech God with our whole hearts, that it alſo * 
will pleaſe him to beſtow upon the Kingdom of Eng/and 
alſo the ſame (C thatis) a lawful and ordinary calling of 
men to the Miniſtry of the Word-and Sacraments. For 
i being either kept out or hindred, the benefic of the Do- 
Arine of Truth muſt of force by and by vaniſh away, or 
elfe be held*up by ſome means: thar is Itrange, yea, alto-' 
' gether Ghoſtly and Supernatural. | gs = 
" Furthermore, we doin God's moſt Holy Name, moſt 
Humbly ſue to the Princeſs Soveraign Majeſty ,+-tbat 
With = 
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with the whole force of hee mind, ſhe endeavour the Cor- 
rection of this point, whereia.cthe whole greund and ſtay 
of the Church of England, "and therefore of che Realm," 
alſo doth fand and perſiſt. © _ | *; 
And. Thirdly, we do with Tears beſeech both thoſe 
high Perſonages that are. of Her Majeſty's Hononrable 
Council, and thoſe which have ſucceeded inthe place of 
the Popiſh Biſhops ( undoubtedly throngh the -Special 
Mercy of the High and Good God ) that they out of "the 
. ſelf-ſame place where overthrow and deſtruttion did iſſue, 
they ſhould utterly deſtroy that Tyranny which bach thus 
caſt down headlong the very Chriſtian Church ; and we 
crave of them in the Dreadful Name of God, before whoſe 
redoubted Throne of Judgment we all ſhall be Arreſted. 
That with af conſideration and-mindfulne(s of the Years 
 paſt,and Conſcience of their Duty and Charge;thez will not . 
ſlack to vow and betroth their wholediligence, as well in 
ordering the means that may accompliſh this ching; as in . 
perſuading / the Queen's Majeſty thereto, and that: they 
ceaſe nor at all, this:thing being unatchieved, chiefly ſee- 
ing God hath: beſtowed upon them, the Princely Majeſty 
of ſo ſingular a'Miſtriſs,. as from whoſe hands they cannor 
but hope for all Princely and excellent things, unleſs they 
liſtin their own caſe to fail themſelves. ©. + F. 
But ſome will.ask, How ſhall we do in this Point, fintil - 
then? Verily, ifthe caſe were ours, we would not receive 
this Miniſtry upon theſe conditions if it were proffered; a. 
- great deal leſs would we ſue for it. Notwithſtanding, we 
. extiort. theſe men to whom God hath by this way made . 
entrancetotheenlarging of che Glory of his Kingdom, that 
inthe fear of God they do couragioufly abide therein, yer 
with the condition, that it may be lawful for them Holily 
and Religiooſly to.exercile all their whole Miniftry. And _ 
therefore may alſo propound, and urge thoſe. things in - 
cheir Cures which do always appertain to the advancement 
of the bercer eftate therein. For otherwiſe, if they'be for- 
.ced off this Liberty, and ſo willed'to wink at inanifeſt abt- 
ſes, that they ſhould alſo. approve theſe things which 
| D' _ doubtleſs 
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dbubtlefs opght to be redrefſed : What thing elſe can we 
perſuade them, than that they fhould retire from.chis, to 
their private Life, rather than without Conſcience to. nou- 


* Iifh that miſchief which doth of force draw with it the -* 


whole waſting and decay of all the Congregation ? Yet 
we hope that the Queen's Highneſs, and fo many. honou- 
rable and goed men will in ſuch fort plant their diligence, 
that rather priviledge of Liberty may be granted to the 
Confſciences of. ſo many 'Godly -and Learned Brethren, 
than that theſe Horrible  Evils ſhould follow: To wit, 
That the Paſtors of the Flock ſhould be conſtrained-either 
againſt the Soundneſs of their. ConſTiences to do that 
which is evil (and fo to-be chained in other mens Sins, or 
elſe to reſign their Miniſtry, for that third neceſſity thac 
will enſue this, which is, that againſt the Princes and Bi- 
ſhops wills, they ſhould exerciſe their Office } we do '(o 
much: the :more Tremble at, becauſe of thoſe reaſons 
which of themſelves are plain enough, albeit we do not 
utter them; | Sr Oy GE | 

It is alſodeſired of ns to anſwer plainly and cruly,Wherber 
we do allow the diftinftion ordained in the wearing of Copes 
and Garments, es well for the common uſe, as for the Miniſtry. 


We therefore do flatly anſwer, The cauſe ſtanding, aswe 


do underſtand, that thoſe'menthat are Authors hereof do- _ 


deſerve moſt Evil of the Church, and fha!lanſwer at the 
dreadful Bar of Chriſt His Judgment. . For although thac 
we think chat chat Politique. order whereby not Citizens a- 
lone, but alſo, the degrees of Fundtions are rnarked and 


noted, is not to be diſcommended, wholly ar all: yer-we 


are of opinion, That not every mark and note is ſtraightway: 
to be uſed. For put the caſe that the Miniſters were com- 
manded to wear the Pide coat of a fool, or the Garmenc 
ofa. Vice ina play,.were it not manifeſt ſcorning of the Mi- 
niftry ſo to-do ?. And thoſe that uſe theſe 'orber Garments 
and Apparel Commanded , do ſeem verily to ns, to rref- 


pals fomewhat worſe chan ſo; becauſe that che Lord- hath 
not only reared and fer up this Prieftlike Apparel, as a 
Ro Toy tobe lavghed at, even of many of the Papiſts them- 


ſelves: 


"yet theaApoſtolique ſimplicity wherein the Church did 


-flouriſh, is 2 
"it pleaſe hit 


at. deal more Ancient than this. Alſo, if 
WWwade yet further to ſearch about theſe mat- 
ters, it ſhall be eafie echough' ro ſhew, that theſe chings 


. Which after, that, did ferve for the note and mark of the 
' Miniſtry, were firſt uſual amoag the People,and common. 
"And therefore whence cometh it; things being altered 
- after ſo long a Seaſon, that this foraign and Strange Guiſe 
' ſhould be recained. | Re OY 


_ Doth-ienot come of a Zeal both Evil and Unproficable? 
But Gome men wilt ſay, Theſe things for all that, are of 


the middle fort, and indifferent. © We grant indeed that 


| 


they are ſuch, if you wonld conſider them fimple, and.in 
their own Natdre, -and aparc] from all Circumftances ; 
but who are :they. chat wif ſo. weigh and conſider them ? 


For theſe men char are yet Papifts, what purpoſe ſoever 
.. this Civil Law doth-pretend, are ſarely by this means eſta- 


bliſhed deeper in this Superſticion, which hath ſo over- 
grown thern. _ And theſe men that began ſo earneſtly to 


_ abhor Superſticion ,' that they now did deteſt Monuments 


and Reliques thereof; How much are they offended and 


© wounded herein ? As for thoſe which are further, and ber- 


ter Learned, what fruit reap they thereof,  _ 
And ſurther, is this difference and mark of the FunQti- 


_ ons, of ſuch Importance, that therefore the Conſtiences of 
- fo many ſhould be Troubled; eſpecially ſeeing the reaſon 


and purpoſe thereof newly ſeta broach, is but drawn even 
from thoſe thATare themſelves the manifeft ſworn Enemies 


to Sound Dodtrine ? What: meaneth it alſo, that of thoſe 


alſo that are Termed to be Ecclefiaſtically brought up, 
and are in the Miniftry, not the ſmalleſt part are faid to 


have their Papiſtry in their Breaſts about with them? Is | 
this the good hour wherein they ſhall better profit by re- 


ſtoring of his Attire ? Or ſhall they not rather Vaunt their 
Creſts as in hopes to have Popery Reſtoredagain ? If 7 
; | CONE D2 ee a 
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- ſelves: Butitis alſo certain, that the ſame is polluted and 
' defiled with infinite. Superſtition: But ſome men witt 
plead the Antiquiry thereof; Surely they are Old, arid - 
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ſhaſl obje&t the Circumciſing of Timothy , and other- - 
like examples: we-rigtit. earneſtly pray him to conſider 
what Pau] wou'ld have faid, if any man ſhould fave made 
this Law, That every man that isin ' iniſtry of the 
Goſpel, ſhall be conftrained to wear the Garments of the 

Phariſees, or that they in the Apparel of Prophane\Priefts 
ſhovld Preach the Goſpel, and Adminiſter the Sacraments, 

- and yotonly Circumciſe their Children, notwithſtanding, 4 

_ that under/ſome Colour of Reaſon,- this Civil Command- | 
ment might ſet forth the ſame; yea to what end are cheſe_ 
things brought in? for howſvever they might ar firſt be tole- 

' rated, till that by little and little they might be taken a- 
way, - yet being once removed outof the Churches,* we ſee 
not. with what Commodity- they .can be reſtored to their 
Poſſeſſion again. Therefore we do' ggain Repeat tha 
we before ſaid, That we cannot allow this device, nor yec 

_ hope for any good to enſue chereof.. Notwithſtanding, 

_ we will gladly give over this opinion, if weſhall learn ber- 

_ ter Reaſon therefore. What then ? (will che Brethren fay 
on ,whom theſe things are ſo thrown”) judge you what we 
ought to do herein? We Anſwer, that there needeth: in 
this Anſwer a diſtinQion ; For the caſe of the Miniſters, and 

;  thecaſe ofthe People are not all one herein; Furthermore, 

BW ; many things may, yea, and ought to be Born 'and 'Folfe- - 

rated, Which are notwithſtanding not juſtly Commanded. 

Firſt, therefore we Anſwer, That albeit theſe things ( as 

_ we judge ) are not rightly reſtored to cheir Poſſeſſion in 

_ the Congregations, "yet, ſeeing that they are not'of thoſe, 

| kind of things, which are of their. own Nggnre Impious and 

- | Ungodly, 'they feem to vs not to be of ſuch weight, thar: 

the Shepherds ſhould rather give over their FunQtions, 
than receive the Apparel or that the Flock ſhould refuſe 
the. publick feod of the Soul, rather than'to receive the 
fame from the Shepherds that are Apparelled herein : on- 
ly, thatas well the Shepherds,” as'their Flocks, may not 
Sin againſt their Conſciences. ( fo that the Purity ef Do- 
- tine it ſelf” remain untouched ) we:do- perſuade: the 
Miniſters, after they have both before the Queen's. Righ- - 
, - : nels; - 


ABSENT v6 Fe Avec 
* _ 
p 


NT cc SUNIIN" -ANG-TIUTTIS: <IIIEs He s-<y X ——— ; a 
2 ESL TRAY COL ABD 1-7 BY (23S EI ee A 2 7-4, 
- \ 
; . G 


! 


\ 


b \ 


ah 2 & 


. "; 
i149 


—— 


z  . neſs, and alſo before the Biſhops, ſet their Conſciences at 
Liberty by modeſt Proteſtation (as doth appertaiit ro Tuch 
Chriſtians as ſeek/notiSedition and Tumule);/ and yet'grave - 
according to-the. importance of the Canſe, that they. do 
indeed openly. in their Pariſh, till beat upon: thoſe things 
chat may ſerve to-the utter taking away of the ſtambling 
Block. And that as God ſhall give occaſion, they will 

4 wholly give themſelves both wiſely and meekly to correct 
| all thoſe Abuſes, bar yet to bear thoſe things, which they 
cannot ſtreightway change, rather then'forſaking their 
. Congregation, they ſhould' give occafion to'Satan, thar 
ſeeking nothing elſe, to ſtir up greater and more'\perilous 
Miſchiefs than cheſe. _ As for the People (the-Dofrine re- 
maining unhurt) we do exhort them, that for all theſe 
- things they will diligently hear the ſame,. to uſe the Sacra- 
ments religiouſly, and fo long to Groanto-Ged with ear- l 
.neſt- amendment of Life, until they obtain of him}, thac A 
which doth appertain to thefulf Redreſs' and Amendment 2 
of the.Chusch. .- | SRO nd fe | 

But.again, if that Miniſters be commanded not only  - 

to tollerate. theſe. things, bar alſo. that they ſhall with cheir 

_ Subſcriptions allow zhem as lawful, or elſe by their ſtil- 

.,nefs Faſter them ; | what can we elſe perſuade them to do, 

- but that having, witneſſed.their Innocency, and in the fear 

_ of. the Lyrd tried all means, they fhould give over their 
Functions, to open wrong. , But onr hearts betide -bs of: 
England much;better, things than theſe extremities. : | 

It is demanded of us, Hhat we do judg of the trolling I 

and. diſcanning of tbe Pſalms, Croſſing of "thoſe Babes that ' MY 
ſhall be Baptized, and of the demands in Baptiſm , alſo of 
the round unleavened Wafer-cake, and Kneeling in ths Lords 
p | | | 


TY. , 

The anſwer, That kind' of Singing ſeemeth to'te the 
Corruption of the pure Ancient Church-Service, and Glc- - | 
rifying of God therein. As for Croſſing "of Babes, what- 

 fſoever Praftice there hath been thereof 13 the time of old, 

* /  yetit is, moſt certain, rhat it is truly-in theſe days throvgh 

/ fo late greefnels of- che Superſtition, ſo moſt abominable, . . 
He as * 8 
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_ +88 that we jodg thoſe. Men-.to have done afuredly well 


that bave. once driven this Rite out of tip-Congregation, 
whereof alſo we. ſee not what the profit is. And we doubt 
not, but the demands in Baptiſm have crepr' into the 


- Church upon this occaſion, Pecauiſe that through'the neg- 


ligence of the Biſhops., the ſame Form of Baptizing'of 
Children was: retained., which "at the firſt Tearing of the 


Primitive Church, was to be uſed at the Baptizing of thoſe 


that being of. years, did..enter the Profeſſion of Chrift. 


' This thing alſo we may perceive by many the like yet in 
-uſe, in rhe Popiſh., Baptiſm: Wherefore, even” as the 


Cream and Charm. uſed in Baptiſm, are by God's Law 


. aboliſhed, altho they were Ancient ;' ſo wiſh we alſo theſe 


Demandings, being not bnly vain but fooliſh , ſhould be 
alſo paſſed over; albeit that. St. Auguſtine himſelf doth 


ſeem in an Epiſtle of his to ſuſtain it by certain deviſed . 


7 


Conſtructions. 
The-Bread, whether it ought to be made with Leayen, 


or without, we think it not greatly to be ſtriven for, 'al-. 
tho we judg it more ficand conſonant with Chriſt*s Inſtitu- . 


tion to have the Bread at the Communion, which is uſed 


at the common table; fox wby did the. Lord uſe unleaven- . 


_ edbread? Becauſe that in that hour wherein hechoughe 


good toinftitute kis holy Supper, not one man in all Fewry 
uſed -any. other, Therefore it behoveth us to reſtore the 


. Fewiſh feaſt of unleavened bread, orelſe muſt itbe grant- 
ed, that *cis better. to uſe the comnion and accuſtomed - 


Bread of all Tables, according to the Example of Chriſt, 


notwithſtanding. that the Bread that he then took was- 


unleavened: For of the Practice of the Primitive Church, 


which the Greek Church doth yet in this behalf retain , 


we over-paſs to write of. | 
Furthermore, Kneeling at the very Receipt of the Sa- 
crament, hathiin it a ſhew of Godly and Chriſtian Reve- 


cence, and nyghe therefore in times paſt , be uſed with 


profit; yet for all that, becauſe out of this Fountain, the 


deteſtable uſe of Bread-worſhip did follow ; and doth yer - 


in theſe days ſtick in many minds ; it ſeeqmeth $0 us, char 


eg 


| it was juſtly aboliſhed out front the Corigre 
. fore we do beſeech' the moſt Good '® 


fo RR. 
gregation. Ther 
Gr eat, God » 


” 


that it would, pleaſe bim to inſtruct both the Queen's Ma-' 


jelties Highneſs, and alſo the Biſhops, with ſach device, 


| as ſhall be moſt needful for the perfeCt doing our of theſe 


Impoſitions,. and that at, once. -In the mean time, be- 
canſe theſe things, alſo are not ſuch, asare in their own 
nature Idolatrous, we do judg that they ought ſo to be 
dealt with, as we have adviſed in the things going next 
before. _ - ; : : 

It is demanded of us, Fhether we allow that Baptiſm, 


' which « adminiſtred by Midwives * 


We anſwer, That not only we difaftow the Baptiſm, 


as the reſt of the things before ſpoken of; but that we do 


judg it alſo intolerable. For it is a thing that hath riſen, 
as well of Ignorance of the very uſe of Baptiſm , as the- 
publick Miniſtry. of che Church. -We judg therefore, that 


_ the Miniſters are bound ſharply to rebuke this* Abuſe; 
muchleſs, ought they to: hold chis falſe Baptiſm for good * 
and firm. The Reaſon why, the Learned on our-(ide, have 


x 


needful to declare. EIT Br 
- Itis alſo reported unto us, That the Keys of Binding and 
Looſmg , are prafticed in certain-Courts of the Biſhops , nei- 


often declared. And we are alſo ready,, when it ſhall be 


' ther by the ' Sentences and Tudgments of Elders, which Office 
that Church hath uot yet recerved, nor according to tht Word 


of God: But the Authority of certain Lawyers , and other 
like, which.» more, often times by the Authority of ſome one 
Man, :and_'that. alſo, for. ſuch . kind of Ations,. as are pure 
. Money-rnatters., even 4s the) miſuſe of the ſame was in 
apa; 44 | | Wo 16 1 


incredible , that any ſuch Cuſtoms- and Examples: ( being 


.. moſt. perver(e.) ſhould be uſed in that Kingdom, wbereas- 


Purity and: Soundneſs. of- DoCtrine -is. For. the right of 


Excommunication, and binding of the Offender, ſhall be 
/ feund never to have been before the time of the Papiſts, - 


Q 


in power and hand. of one ſole Perſon, bur'did appertai 


to 


Wherefore, we anſwer, That, it ſeemeth to us almoſt- 


oaks; . oa hes hy 
> FI : 
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| (24) 
to all-che whole Elderſhip ; from which alſo, the Peopte 
themſelves were not raſhly ſhue our. ' BeCauſe this alſo; 
the. Lawyers-like "hearing of 'Suirs that appertain to Li-- 
, virgs, did fall to the Biſhops charge altogether rhrongh 
Abuſe. For that ,place' wherein the Apoſtle ralkerh of 
. days-men, Umpires at Corinth, is to no purpoſe, Whereas 
the Magiſtrare is a Chriſtian; nor did the Apoſtle ever 
think_to buftben the Elderſhip, with the bearing of ſuch 
meer civil Cauſes. And it is moſt certain, that rhe Brſhops 
of the older Age of the Church, have had tbe determining , 
of ſuch Controverſies, not. for any Authority that they had 
therein, but through the importunity of Suiters, and that as 
Rouſholders, Umpires, and Daysanen alſo; nowich- - 
ſtanding among thoſe Menwhere this were ſhewed unto, 
thoſe did moſt wiſely govern themſelves, which [choſe ra- * 
ther to follow the Example of Chrift our Saviopr,* who re- 
ſuled to be the Umpire in dividing of the Patrimony, or 
elſe jadg in-matter of Adultry, when both the ſame were 
preſerfed Paco him... HD ; | 
. _ Therefore, if in England any thing be done contrary to 
this, ſurely we ought to think, rhat by ſach Sentences and 
Judgments, there-is not. any Man before God, any more 
bound, than-by the Popiſh Excommunications. And we wiſh 
that-this Torment-houſe of Conſciences, and loathſony Pro-: 
phanation of the Eccleſiaſtical, and meer Spiritual Juriſdi- 
Rion, might by the Authority of the Queens Majeſty, out 
of hand be aboliſhed, no otherwiſe than the-marring of the 
very Dottrine'it ſelf. And that Elderſhip and Deacons may 
be reſtored, and ſet up according tothe Word of God, and 
Canons of the pure Church; which thing, if it be not done, 
verily weare ſore afraid, that this only thing wit} be the be- 
ginoing of many Calamities, which we would God would - 
curn away from us. For itis moſt certain, that the Son of 
God will one day from Heaven roughly revenge theſe mani- 
feſt Abuſes, where with the Conſciences of our Brethren are 
tcroubled, except ſpeedy Redreſs be had therein. *» 
In the mean while , the things which are nor well dorie by 
the one Party, may be weltenough tolerated (as we think) 


k 


ST. > 

"by. thoſe. Men,, which.bear he;.thing._ Which they - c: 
change... Yet thus far, ag Frets a an 
felf foff good, bur do only redeem their unjuſt Diſquierinz 
by Patience, Butif ſo be that tbey.ſhall be forged, nor on 

* fotolergte this Fattion, but alſo tq' prove. hy. Lcommu- 
| nication as lawful, and be EonſteHbe8 t5 ack Uplawſul Ab- 
Foltition, to aſſent to this manifeſt Abuſe; 'we then exhore 
them, that they wif rather ſuffer any kind of Trouble, than 
to do herein. againſt their Conſciences. But to what ak 


pies eſpecially af that Realtn, . in which the reſtoring of 


-- ns 


that with: all coh 


againſt Satan, Whs Jeektth'all occaſion of Tumvult an 


finite Calaminiey;” yea, Altho my bave not like Joop 
"2 


a (298). | 
's Fart oils bf Pro ela es dt'the firit. For this onr writing, Gad 


" \; a adi 

is dur Witneſs, d6 nor rend to this purpoſe, thac'either 
hace Mould vie it ag ooh £, as that we ſhould ſend it 
to'Fou: ak e | Gyn Ahho we have con- 
[- ning wider ter oup Judgments, Even: fim- 
Þly, as x ſuppt + (God Rave Vries 


Vrcolns with he Mninoal zit of our: Hrethren: And we 
Fc our daily Prayers to the Groanings of all the Godly on 
that tide the Seas, that it may pleaſe' the moſt merciful 


; gh "having Compaſſion. on: Mans Ga LH geen 6 the - * 
of 


ns Hi neſs, and all, the Nobles 
Empland. Allo.every Prelate; and-finally, each: > cab 
of this Spiritual Building, with his,holy Spirit moſt effectu- 
ouſly, ſo as the Work of. the. Lord fo often begun, and ſo 
often Role ,. may happily be. ſet forward, to ths Wrons 

ny nora ind Concord of afl Men, not on only the old 
xtcin fn and Ho ES 4 "Sara ; be 


in-Jeſus 
im, 


we: dmevs 'one .God,. and a covinen 
fonkgrs for ever.. | Amen... ,; .- 


ar Geneve, the 3 te _ Tour. Bretbren in Chriſt, to. all, 0m 
bes one; 4 > cog 7 : ; ks woſs afared, 2 1 
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y il the Letter, ſene- 60 has x ps 
A Cop "Paftors"of England, who: hath 


pai the Roman-Amichriſt; -and 


WY ky chi. L908 RN Che. in. has 
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he ſuperintendent Miniſters , a PI?” Ange 
© Charges within. the Realm. of Scatland.: Zo. hd 
" Brethren, the Biſhops and-Paſpors: of Englgnd,: who 
hath- renounced the Roman» Antichrift,- and do pri 
off with: them: the Lord Jeſus it eye efire 
Fo pevpotees Coy” the Wentz SPEr4e © 


bY Wa Wric,. ic is.come to our ni 
"yerend_ Paſtors). char divers of our-dearelt Brethreny 
arnorgh | wham. are Arya, the beſt, Learned within: that 
calm ,' are depriv rom Ecleſaſt ical -Fortian ,:and 
wag en co Preach ;.and ſo by you that they.ar 
te the Kingdom .of Jeſus.Chrig,\.beeauſe: 
' will get _ ſuffer to. take--upen t 


Y 
J 


cobnatditent of the Authority ) ſuch-Garments | as Ido+ 
laters in time .of tyadorh, have: uſed: in; their: Idglatry, 
Rar Nerf of he Agate, ining, 14 bice 
At : 147 26:086E! 
be. Meg left-ye be | lids p29? 
pgy ay wet purpoſe ED reſent to enter:into the: 
_ of that queſtion which we bear-of; [eithier- pare to: 

agitate with {renter Renee hap walk Blink ti: to. 


: wi, "Whether ra Ks is to be:counted amongit 
Van Land Je rent or' not?" But'in the bows - 


ry Frans _—_ Ghridian-Chariry may- 


he Lac chd 


"10 


_—_ - 7 


(-28 ) 
fo prevail in,you, we ſay, the Paſtors and Leaders of the- 
flock. within that Realm. + = | F 

That ye do not to. others that which you: would. not 
ethers ſhould do-to you. Ye cannot be ignorant how 
tender a-thing/the Conſcience of Man js. All that have 
knowledg\are not a-like perſuaded, your Cenſciences re- 
chims not at wearing of ſuch Garments, but many Thon-. 
ſands both godly and learned, are otherwiſe perſuaded, 
whoſe Conſciences are continually ftricken with theſs Sen- 
rences, What hath Chriſt Jeſus co Co With Be/ial ?-what 
fellowſhip is there betwixt darkneſs and light? If Surplice, 

Corner-cap, and Tippet have been badges of Idolaters'in 
the very att of their /dolatry, what hath the,Preachers of 
Chriſtian liberty, -and the open rebuker of all Superſtiticn 
to do with the dregs-of-the-Romiſh-Beaſt? Our 'Brethren 
that of Conſcience refuſe that unprofirable Apparel, do 
neither damn yours, or moleſt you that uſe ſuch Ceremo- 
nies: If you ſhall do the like to them, we:doubrnot bur 
therein ye ſhall pleaſe Gced, and. comfort the hearts of 
many which are wounced with extremity, which, is. uſed 
againſt thoſe ' godly, and our beloved brethren. Colour-of 
Rhetorick,- or manly perſuaſion will we uſe none, but cha- 
ritably. we* deſire -you to-call that fentence of pity, to. 
mind : "Feed the flock of God which is commi'ted to. your, 
charge, caring forthem\ wct by conſtraint; but willingly 3, 10f as. 
rho yd were Lovds over God's heritage,but that ye may be exam-. 
ples rorhe flock.) And'further alſo, we defire youi to meditate. 
thar ſentence of the Apoſtle,ſaying, Give none cffence, neither; 
tothe Fews; mori to the Grecians, nor to the Church of God, In. 
what condition df time ye and'we borh travel in the pro-. 
moting of Chriſt's: Kingdom, we-fuppoſe you not to be 
;gnorant«* And theteFore we are more bold to exhort you 
to walk.more'circamſpectly,» than that for ſuch varieties, 
the godly:ſhould be troubled. For all things that may ſeem. - 
lawtul, editie not. If.5he commandment of Auttority urge. 
tlie conſcience of yours and? onr brethren more than they. 


- can bear ; 'we-unfainedly erave of you, rharye remember 


that. ye/are..called the light of tbe -world and the'earth. 
F 5A Alt. 


( 29), 

_ .. Allcivilauthority;hath'riacthe'light of God-always fhi- - , 
ning before their eyes in the Statutes and Commandmen:s,. , 
but their affe&ions ofc-time ſavour too much of the earth, 
and of worldly wiſdom. % 

And therefore we think. that-ye Thould boldly oppone 
your felves toall power that will or-dare extol it ſelf, not 
only againſt God, but alſo againſt all ſuch as do burthen the - 
conſciences of the faithfulfarthec than God hath burthened - 
them by his own word. But herein we confel(s our offence, 
in.that we haveentred farther in reaſoning, than'we purpo- 
ſed and promiſed atthe beginning: Anditherefore we ſhort- 
ly returnto our former humble-ſupplication, which is, that 

-- our Brethren, who amang you refuſe the 'Romiſh Rags, 

may find of you the:Prelates ſuch Favayrs, as' our Head . 


co be of the number of thoſt har fi "again | p, 
"he" gdom. of -Chriſt Jeſas , 
nd. advaticed. The days 


i 


encold.. And therefore we ought. the more diligently to 


ſhall appear, before wham we your brethren, and.ye may -* 
Ac arond 34 13797 D103 5: 


uh + # 


4% # SL 


our brethren; which granted,: yein the Lord ſhall com- - 
mand us in things of double -more-importance. The Lord : 
Jeſus rule your-hearts in-his true fear. to the end, and give-- 
unto you and unto us: victory over that conjured enemy - 
of. all crue. Religion ; to wit, over that Roman: Antichriſt,:, 
whoſe wounded head Satan by 21l means labours to cure-: 
again; but to deftrution ſhall he, and his. maintainers go, . 

| | dY-/ 
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| by the power of the Lord Jeſus:\'To: whoſe mighty Power | 


and ProteCtion we' heartily commit you. 4 
- Subſcribed by the hands of: Superintendents, one part of: 


Miniſters, and ſcribed in our general Afſemblies and fourth 
Seſſion thereof, at Edinburgh, Decemb. 2.8. 1566. - 


Your lowing Brethren and fellow 
Preachers in Chriſt Feſws. ' 


Fo. Craig. Rob. Pont. 4 
Da: Lyndeſay. To. Wiram. - 

- Gul 'Giſtiforus. ace." Mailvil.' © 
' Fo. Sportifwood. © Fo. Ervin,” 

| > lr 1 620! © he: Spitall 3 {0 07: 


Thus have you beard in theſe two Letters; the Judge- 


ments of thoſe excellent Churches of the French and oi 


couching the things inControverſie.Now if to theſe T ſhould ; 
add all other which. are of the ſame Judgment and of theig, 
Opinion, the number of Churches wovld be fo' many, 
that the Adverſaries would eyidently fee and perceiye. 
what ſmall cauſe they have to.charge usthus with ſingula- 


ity, as though we were poſi alone, and. none to be of our 


Opinion. And. it may here alſo be noted, that the moft 
Ancient Fathers of this our OPA country, as _Mr. Cover- 
dale ,;:Dr. Turner, Mr. Whitchead, and matly others, 
ſome Dead, ſome. yet living, from whoſe mouths and 
pens-the urgers of thefe received firſt the light of the Goſ- 
pel, could never be brought to yield.or conſent unto ſuch . 


things as are. now forced with ſo great extremity, 


The 


UMI 


(3x) 
The Anfwer'and Judgment of "that famous and Ex- 
celtent Learned "man, "Maſter John Calvin-the 
late Paſtor of Geneva, touching. the Book of Eng- 
.tand,after that.he had peruſed; the fame. ; Faithſul- 
. ly; Tranflated: out of Latin, by; Mr. Whittingham. 


T thu Godly and LeatneZ men, Mrifdtin Knox, and Mr. Wil- 
Whittingham, bis Fuirbful Brethren at Frankford, &c- 
Tos begs Akers teveth me very muck, ey it is a 
#t Contention fhould-arife among 
Brethrehi Pariihed "ang driven-viit" of - their'Cbuntrey for 
one Faith, and forthat cauſe whithonly' ought'to have hol- 
deri-you bound together, as it were with an holy Band in - 
this your Diſperſion. For what-might you do better in this 
dolerous and miſerable Plague, than(being-pulled vislently 
from yotir Country }-to 'procure- your ſelves: a Church, 
* Which ſhould: receive and: nouriffyou (being joyned-toge- 
ther in*Minds and Language Yin tier Motherly lap ?-Bur 
now*for ſome men to'ftrive as touchingthe Form of Prayer, 
and'for'/Ceremonies as: though ye were at Reft and Proſpe- 
rity, antto ſuffer char'to'be an Inipediment-that-ye can- 
notthere'oyn into one Body of The Thurets < as Eehink by 
it is r96 much out'of Seaſon.” 

Yet Nbtwithſanding, I Fe] cheery vkith 
ftrive for auſt Cauſe, 'being' forged againſt their wills unto- 
Contention. I do worthi $ gr frowardneſs,* which 
cy Joly Karcher ons 
JIi1T ;* Wo i 9 = His 1162 FI he if 
«habe Th meart 


fotfake Hein 4 PRcrY own tie | 

oof - England. Tee that there were” Po lncderabe tni- 
fakes ;" by theſe words1 mean, that there was rior He pus 
rity which Was to delired. Theſe vices, tho they could 
nor #t-the firſt #5 be amended, yet ſeeing chefs was-not 
manifeſt i impiety, they were. for a ſeaſon to be rolerated:. 
Therefore ,, 


*. 


| (/32 ) 
Therefore ,.. it waz -lawful to begin of ſuch. rudiments or 
Abſedaries, but' ſo, that-it behoved the learncd , grave 
and godly Miniſters of. Chriſt to enterpriſe farther, and ſo © 
ſetſorth ſomething'more filed from” ruſt, and” purer.” If 
godly Religion had- flouriſhed rill this day; in Empland, 
there ovphtto have been a thing better corxected, ard ma- 
ny things.clean-takenaway; :Now, whenthele pringiples 
be overthrown, a Church: muſt be-ſer up in another place, 
where ye may freely make an Order again, which ſhall be 
apparent to be moſt Cemmodious to the Uſe and Edification 
of the Church. -- Iicannot tel]. what chey mean,..which ſo 
greatly delightin the leavings of Popifh cregs.. They Love 
che:things whereunto they. are.accuſtomed.. Firlt of all; this 
is a thing both Trifling. and Childiſh. -Furthermore, this 
new Order far differeth from a Change. ARE 
Therefore,. As I would not have you firece oyer them 
whoſe Infirmity-will not ſuffer to aſcend an, bigher.ſtep: So 
would F advertiſe other,.,that they: pleaſe not themfelves roo + 
much in their opinions; Alſo, that by their frowargdnefſs, 
they do not ler the courſe. of their Holy Building, Laſt of 
all, left that fooliſh. Vain-glory ſteal them away. For whar- 
'cauſe\have they-tocontend, except it be for that-they are 
' . aſhamfd-togiveplace to.better things * But Iſpeak. in vain 
_ - fothem-which perchance-eſteem me not.ſo well, as they. 
will vouchſafe.to-admit the counſel. chat cometh from ſuch 
an Author. -Ifthey fear the Evil Rumour in England, as tho? 
"they bad faſlen from that,Religion, which was the Cauſe of 
their Baniſhment,; they, are.fardepeived, for. this True and, 
Sincere Religion pi rather compel them that there. £I09en 
Faithſully to,gonſider; into, whatgdeeplpult they, have fallen; 
For thejedownſall Hall mpry grievant)y wound them,uphen 
they perceive, you, are-going argues beyond mid.courlſe; 
from the: which, they. are rurned. Fare ye well dearly belo- 
ved Brethren, and. Faithful Servants, of. Chriſt, . the Lord 
Defend ang Gopern, Yale... henow Sat. -/ : 29th 
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From.Geteva 22. ._ 297 Fabr:yme aurs.Jokn Calvin. 
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